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ENE CROCKER, 82, is a strong—

willed former Matine who none-

theless shrinks from the ideaof
omg battle with Dallas-Fort Worth
~International Airport at_Thanksglvmg
The only thing stronger than his aver-
;¥ sion is his desire to see his grandchll-
dren in Connecticut.
. Just fo be sure this grandfather
doesn’t get stuck somewhere along the

grandson, will meet him at the Dallas
- airport and accompany himm on the final

fly from Amarillo, Texas, and his grand-

* younger Crocker hopes, will calm his
grandfather’s fears.

airport’s] history or what he hears on

. the news, but he is afraid to connect

through that airport,” said Crocker, a

West Texas gerontology health special-

“He has asked repeatedly if we have

'} . enough time, will I be at his gate, etc., in

I -addition to his comments about DFW
: -bemg horrible.”

Bemg together for the holidays may

‘be a warm and fuzzy concept, but it

‘plays-havoc with some seniors’ sense of

. Security. With planning, prepa.ratlon

-+ jand ‘the use of some new services, you

can reduce -the uncertainty ‘and make

the IOg'l.Stl(:S of any tmp easier on every—

It‘you»eall the alrlme in advance for
tance, you may arrange {0 have the
r. met curbside with a wheel-
: ecessary and escorted through
1 screening to the gate. Or you also may
ask the airline for a pass allowing you to
' ‘accompany your relative through
screening to the gate.
) However you decide to approach
" screening, it’s important that older trav-
elers educate themselves because so
much about air travel has changed in
the post-9/11 world, said Nico Melendez
of the Transportation Security Admm
istration.
It's . unportant that all travelers
-understand the 3-1-1 rule for carry-o:
bags: Each passenger is allowed one
* quart-sized zip-locked bag containing
liquids in containers of 3 ounces or less.
An important exception, Melendez says,
1 isthat medications in their original con-
~ tainers are allowed in carry- on luggage
. noxnatterwhat the size.
B Remmd older travelers that every-

" way, Andrew Crocker, his 28:year-old .-

leg of the trip. The younger Crocker will

father from Shreveport, La. That, the .

" "“I'dow’t know if this is because of {the

result is the impetus.”

T .-ope mus(; ‘remove shoesfor sereening, so -
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Tips to help seniors
through airport maze

a pair of slip-ons might make hfe easier -

than lace-ups.

And passengers with artificial joints

may set off screening alarms. Any trav-
eler with a pacemaker shouldn’t step

through the screening gate because the' _

machine may offset the calibration.
. These passengers should present a’
pacemaker identification card or note’
from their doctors. at security and re-
quest a private screening, if necessary.
“This is about performing a security’
function while allowing passengers. to’
maintain dlgmty ” Melendez said. -

At least one older traveler finds that
monetary thank-yous to non-govern-
ment employees: also ean help ease the
way. “I Keep a lot of $1 bills in my pocket,’

and I grease the way with tips,” said 76-

year-old Lucy Haek of Houston, who has
continued traveling after suffering: a
heart attack.

If you would rather count on _more
than a pocketful of dollars, Doug Iannel-’
li can help. He takes care of every detail’
of a senior’s trip, from making reserva-
tions to getting the traveler to his or her
destination’s doorstep.

As owner of Atlanta-] based Flymg

Companions (www.flyingcompanions’
-.com), he’ll get his older clients checked
in, take them through security, handle
their carry-on luggage sit next to them
on the airplane and get them through
ground transportation.

Henotifies those waiting at the other
end of any flight delays, cancellations or
complications.

During this, hohday season, he’]l ac-

company one senior from Atlanta 10
‘West Palm Beach, ¥la., for $1,977. The
" package includes round-trip coach. air-

fares for the client and Iannell, ground
transportation in Atlanta and his ex-
penses.

“I saw the need for people bo contmue .

to be able to travel as they got older,”
said Iannelli. “This has made-a tremen—
dous difference in the way people can re-
main independent.”

When booking travel, older passen-
gers need to consider their seating pri-
orities. Weak bladder? Book an aisle
seat. Hearing aids? If they are wearing
the type that amplifies. noise. and
doesn’t filter background static, sit next,
o the window and keep one hearing a1d
off to reduce static.

" In the end, Crocker said seniors

need to keep their eye on the goal. 3
“My granddaddy wants to see those.
grandchildren,” ‘Crocker said. “The end
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